
–––––  13th Annual Women of African Descent Film Festival  –––––

–– 2 ––

SCHOOL OF MY DREAMS 
Director & Producer: Barbara Rick
Executive Producer: Deborah Santana
US, 2012, 14 min. US
A portrait of teenage students of the Daraja Academy, a free Kenyan 
boarding school for exceptional girls struggling with poverty. In their 
own words and art, Daraja’s first graduating class, demonstrates how 
education is expanding their vision and unlocking their dreams. They 
commit to transforming their communities and the world.
________________________________________

MINHA LUTA, MEU AMOR 
Director and Producer: Amanda Colón-Smith
US, 2013, 12 min.
Moses “Bronx” McCarter teaches 
Capoeira, a Brazilian martial art, 
in his native borough as a tool 
to empower local residents. The 
physical practice not only promotes 
wellness, but allows him to impact 

youth who come from the underserved communities similar to 
where he grew up. The film captures a glimpse of his personal and 
professional journey as an artist and leader in his community.
________________________________________

IMAGINE A FUTURE 
Producer: Lisa Cortes
US, 2013, 30 min.
Imagine a Future follows the story of Delaware teen Janet 
Goldsboro as she wrestles with her own insecurities and travels 
to South Africa to examine the historical and present beauty and 
self-esteem issues that challenge black women and girls. Through 
this experience, Janet goes through a remarkable transformation 
– one that frees her to be her most beautiful self and provides her 
with the strength and power to re-affirm her definition of beauty. 
Infused with the perspectives of renowned media personalities such 
as Mikki Taylor, Gabourey Sidibe, Michaela Angela Davis, Tatyana 
Ali, Gabrielle Douglas and Melissa Harris-Perry, the documentary 
also shines a spotlight on the universal struggle most black girls and 
women have with beauty and self-confidence and examines the role 
of black women in media, sports and beyond.

LITTLE BROTHER: THE FIRE NEXT TIME 
Director: Nicole Franklin, 
Producers: Nicole Franklin and Jasmin Tiggett
US, 2013, 17 min.
Little Brother:  The Fire Next 
Time is Chapter 4 of the film series 
that features young Black boys and 
their thoughts on Love. This chapter 
was filmed in Muskogee, OK, where the 
Cherokee Nation and the Descendants 
of Freedmen of the Five Civilized Tribes 
have been in court concerning the Freedmen’s rights as Cherokee 
citizens.  Our young African Cherokees present a candid discussion on 
love, tribe, family, and race.

SWIMMIN’ LESSON 
Directors: Christine List & Shahari Moore
Producers: Shahari Moore & Christine List
US, 2011, 9 mim.
Swimmin’ Lesson uses poetic lyricism and powerful imagery to 
delve into one man’s memories of life before Hurricane Katrina. With 
a powerful performance by Kelvin Roston, Jr. portraying a young 

father tormented by tragedy and music composed by Yosef Ben 
Israel,Swimmin’ Lesson evokes a range of emotions and grapples to 
humanize an inhumane event.

Official selection of the Cannes Short Film Corner in 2012.

________________________________________

FIFTEEN MINUTES
Director: Rocky Collins, 
Producers: Taylor Hawthorne and Mario Reyes
US, 2014, 16 min.
Samantha Hamilton, gorgeous African American emerging filmmaker, 
is looking for love at this speed 
dating event because she paid her 
money and can’t get it back. Colin 
Rudd, handsome African American 
investment banker at a prestigious 
firm, is ready to find a connection 
so he can roll up on high profile 
“camera op” events and perhaps up 
his profile. Their paths cross at the 
end of a whirlwind event that has both their heads and hearts spinning; 
however the spinning grinds to a halt when Colin reveals to Samantha 
that he won’t date her because she’s black. Their meeting has them both 
discovering deep wounds too difficult to heal alone, and in 15 Minutes, 
their lives are changed forever.

WADFF DOCUMENTARY SHORTS - 11:15am

WADFF AFTERNOON PROGRAM - 1:15pm

Documetary Shorts - 11:15 am

Documentary Short : Annual Installment - 1:15 pm

Narrative Shorts - 1:45 pm

Still from Fifteen Minutes directed by Rocky Collins

Still from Minha Luta, Meu Amor  
Directed by  Amanda Colón-Smith

Still from Little Brother directed by Nicole Franklin
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REFLECTION DAY
Director: Lisa Kirazian, 
Executive Producer: Edythe Davis 
US, 2013, 19 min. 

Ms. Johnson has two loves – from 
the past and present -- and they 
come together in Reflection Day.

Reflection Day depicts the special 
relationship between an elderly 
African American Alzheimer’s 
patient, Ms. Johnson, and her young male attendant, Andre, in a 
senior home. Ms. Johnson goes in and out of reality and regret as 
she recalls her marriage and insists on Andre taking her to vote on 
what she thinks is Election Day. 

SULE AND THE CASE OF THE TINY SPARKS (Animation)
Co-Directors: Shawnee Gibbs & Shawnelle Gibbs 
Executive Producer: Rene Rawls
US, 2010, 11 min. 
 
When a young African girl named Yaa needs to know how to 
persuade her friends to help the 
new boy in the village with his 
laundry, she seeks guidance from 
a 10 year-old proverb detective 
named Sule who takes her on a 
journey where she learns that Great 
Fires Erupt From Tiny Sparks.

________________________________________

CHOICES - THE SERIES (WEBISODES 5 AND 6)  
Director, Writer, Producer: Olu Gittens
US, 2012, 18 min

CHOICES (choicestheseries.com) is an award-winning web soap 
opera, told in the form of short dramas with intertwined story lines. 
In these two webisodes, manicurist Cathy  and long-time customer 
Shanelle wrestle with ethical questions surrounding their pregnancies. 
Meanwhile at a fancy boutique, Shervonne, a nanny’s daughter, 
reconnects with Regan, the woman her mother took care of as a 
child, and find out they have very different ideas about this woman 
who was “the help”. We also meet business magnate Chapman and 
social activist Motulsky, two old prep school buddies who reconnect 
on the cusp of the Occupy Wall Street movement.  Starring: Kristen 
Hung, Danyel Fulton, Kianne Muschett, Elisa Pupko, Scott T. Miller 
and Joshua Feinberg.

 

JUSTICE IS A BLACK WOMAN
Director: Michael Calia
Producers: Dr. Gary Ford/Michael Calia 
Screen Writer: Susan Bailey 
US, 57 min 

This documentary chronicles the life and work of Judge Constance 
Baker Motley, an “unsung” hero of the civil rights movement. Judge 
Motley was the only female attorney at the NAACP Legal Defense and 
Educational Fund (LDF) during most of the civil rights movement from 
1946-1964, and   was the LDF attorney who tried and won most of the 
important desegregation cases including the briefs in Brown v Board 
of Education. She was the trial or appellate counsel in 57 cases in the 
United States Supreme Court, 82 cases in federal courts of appeals, 
48 cases in federal district courts, and numerous cases in state courts. 
She protected the rights of the freedom riders, protest marchers, 
sit-in demonstrators, voter registration workers – whenever justice 
was needed she was there.
 
The film is narrated by Juan Williams and includes, among others, 
President Bill Clinton, Supreme Court Justice Stephen Breyer, U.S. 
Court of Appeals Judge Ann Williams, Attorney Vernon Jordan,  
Dr. Maya Angelou, and Members of the “Little Rock Nine”.

HILL AND GULLY
Director: Patrice Johnson Chevannes 
US, 111 min

Ten year old, Sara Sapphire chokes a classmate and gets suspended. 
Her school psychiatrist discovers that her issues stem from her 
grandmother who suffers from agoraphobia and her mother, Carin 
Shiquita, who works at a Jamaican 
restaurant, called Hill and Gully, 
the hub of political excitement for 
the Obama presidential campaign. 
Caleb, a painfully shy photographer, 
frequents the restaurant hoping for 
a date with Carin but is continually 
snubbed until his brother encourages 
him that ‘love’ is worth the risk.

Narrative Shorts: New Visions - 2:45 pm

Documentary Feature - 3:15 PM 

Narrative Feature - 4:30 pm

Still from Reflection Day directed by Lisa Kirazian

Still from Sule and the Case of  the Tiny Sparks  
co-directed by  S & S Gibbs

Still from Hill and Gully  
directed by Patrice Johnson Chevannes


